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PAYING TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL
“MICK” GILLINS

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Michael “Mick” Gillins for his exemplary
service in the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department, LVMPD.

As a 19-year veteran of the Las Vegas
Metro Police, Mick has a long history of admi-
rable service and is a hero in the very es-
sence of the word. In September, 1989, Mick
arrested a suspect that had stolen military ex-
plosives that were intended to go to gang
members. For this, Mick received a “Job Well
Done” citation from the LVMPD. In January,
1992, Mick was nominated by the LVMPD for
the American Legion Police Post #55 “Out-
standing Officer of the Year” award; although
he did not win this award, he was given a let-
ter of Commendation from then Sheriff, John
Moran.

Mick’s dedication and service has affected
countless lives; most noticeably on December
27, 1991 when he saved a drowning child’s
life by administering CPR. When Mick arrived
on the scene, the child was clinically dead; but
due to Mick’s expertise the child was revived
and suffered no brain damage. For his her-
oism, Mick received the “Exemplary Service
Award” from the LVMPD, the “Life Saving
Award” from Mercy Medical Services, and the
“Community Service Award” from the Las
Vegas Fire Department.

Recently, Mick was injured in the line of
duty, On May 23, 2006, Mick was finishing up
a traffic stop when he was struck by a car
while sitting on his motorcycle. He sustained a
broken left leg and two bulging disks in his
lower back. The driver of the car that struck
him was charged with driving under the influ-
ence, and toxicology reports indicated that she
had more prescription drugs in her system
than prescribed.

| also worked personally with Mick during
my time as a Nevada State Senator. Mick
spent a number of sessions at the Legislature
for the LVMPD and the PPA, lobbying on be-
half of his fellow officers.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Michael
“Mick” Gillins. His commitment to the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department and to
the Las Vegas Community has improved
countless lives. | applaud his dedication and |
wish him a speedy recovery.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DANIELLE
SHEEHAN

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to one of my constituents, Ms.
Danielle Sheehan of Littleton, Colorado. Ms.
Sheehan has been accepted to the People to
People World Leadership Forum here in our
Nation’s Capitol. This year marks the 50th an-
niversary of the People to People program
founded by President Eisenhower in 1956.

Ms. Sheehan has displayed academic ex-
cellence, community involvement and leader-
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ship potential. All students chosen for the pro-
gram have been identified and nominated by
educators.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to join in paying
tribute to Danielle Sheehan, and wish her the
best in all her future endeavors.

————————

WHY CONGRESS SHOULD TAKE A
CLOSER LOOK AT RUSSIA’S WTO
ACCESSION PROCESS

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 29, 2006

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, as Congress leaves
for the upcoming November elections, | would
like to raise an issue that will gain more atten-
tion over the next few months—a U.S.-Russia
bilateral agreement on Russia’s membership
in the World Trade Organization. As someone
who is watching the U.S.-Russia WTO nego-
tiations very closely with a keen interest in the
outcome, | think it is important to acknowledge
the obstacles that remain. While a successful
U.S.-Russia WTO agreement can be imag-
ined, the reality of the current situation is that
both sides are still apart on key issues. | urge
my colleagues to keep a watchful eye on
these negotiations, which will have important
consequences for U.S. industries, workers and
consumers.

Some say Russia has made progress in its
actions, commitments and negotiations with
the United States over the past year. How-
ever, both countries were unable to meet the
goal of concluding WTO talks at the July
Group of Eight meeting in St. Petersburg,
Russia. The new goal for the completion of
negotiations is when Presidents Bush and
Putin meet at the November 2006 Asia Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum in Viet-
nam.

The United States and the global community
will ultimately benefit when Russia becomes a
member of the World Trade Organization. Al-
though Russia’'s economy in a developing
stage in many respects, its economic progress
since the end of the cold war and potential for
growth are positive trends. The complete inte-
gration of Russia into the global economy is
an important step that will help Russia and its
trading partners. It will also help to support the
continuation of positive U.S.-Russia relations.

However, at this stage, significant obstacles
to Russia’s WTO accession remain and must
be addressed. Russia’s behavior in a number
of areas and its lack of concrete commitments
on important issues is contrary to the spirit of
free trade and the WTO and must be re-
versed. In essence, the WTO is a set of rules
and commitments and a forum for dispute res-
olution, factors that make it fundamentally dif-
ferent than most international organizations
with extended bureaucracies. In this manner,
these rules and commitments must be hon-
ored if the WTO is to have any meaning what-
soever.

Russia is failing to uphold standards that
many in the U.S., Europe and elsewhere be-
lieve are essential for WTO accession. The
area of intellectual property is a prime exam-
ple.

Due in large part to Russia’s failure to en-
force its anti-piracy and intellectual property
protection laws, 421-2 of my House col-
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leagues joined me in passing a resolution in
December 2005 (H. Con. Res. 230) that called
on Russia to provide adequate and effective
protection of intellectual property rights, or it
risk losing its eligibility to participate in the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
program and to ensure that intellectual prop-
erty is securely protected in law and in prac-
tice to demonstrate that it can meet inter-
national commitments like the WTO.

Earlier this year, House Ways and Means
Chairman BILL THomAS (R—CA) and Ranking
Democratic Member CHARLES RANGEL (D-NY)
as well as Senate Finance Committee Chair-
man CHARLES GRASSLEY (R-lA) and Ranking
Member MAX BAUcuUs (D-MT) co-signed a let-
ter to President Bush stating that they will not
support Permanent National Trade Relations
for Russia unless Russia takes definitive ac-
tion to address current issues.

In the energy sector, the Russian govern-
ment’s interference in the market and de facto
renationalization of selected assets calls into
question its commitment to free and fair trade.
The Council on Foreign Relations, task force
on Russia listed a number of disappointing
trends in Russia’s energy market, including
“the revocation of longstanding Exxon Mobil li-
censes for the Sakhalin natural gas fields and
the destruction of the Yukos Oil company as
part of a reassertion of state control over the
energy sector.” The report also mentioned the
cut off of natural gas supplies to Ukraine in re-
sponse to its pro-western orientation. With
U.S. oil and natural gas prices reaching record
highs, it is very important that we develop a
tough, but open, energy trade policy with Rus-
sia.

The United States remains concerned about
access to the Russian banking, financial serv-
ices and insurance markets, all of which are
substantially restricted for foreign companies.
The U.S. is advocating on the opening of bank
branches, but Russia has repeatedly insisted
that foreign banks be required to open a full
subsidiary, not a branch, when entering Rus-
sia. In the insurance industry, Russia does not
allow foreign insurance companies to under-
write and reinsure mandatory forms of insur-
ance, including motor vehicles, health and
government institutional insurance. Before
Russia passed legislation in late 2003 to ex-
pand foreign ownership to 25 percent, the EU
had considered the Russian insurance indus-
try essentially closed.

According to the President's 2006 Trade
Policy Agenda and 2005 Annual Report, the
U.S. remains concerned about market access
for poultry, pork and beef in the wake of a
June 15, 2005 agreement with Russia. The
issue of how the agreement is being imple-
mented, specifically questions that a U.S.
quota could be used by other countries, is cur-
rently under discussion.

The United States is currently in the midst
of its bilateral negotiations with the Russian
Federation to agree to Russia’s membership
and participation in the World Trade Organiza-
tion. The United States is one of only a few
nations remaining that must conclude a bilat-
eral WTO agreement before Russia formally
accedes to the WTO.

As this process continues, it is critical that
Congress consider Russia beyond specific
commercial issues and commitments on trade
issues. Congress should consider that Rus-
sia’s is regressing in its movement towards a
more democratic society and free market
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